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The Publicity Strategy of the CPC Before and after Sun Yat-sen’ s Death
Wang Jianwei

Abstract: Before and after the death of Sun Yat-sen to cope with the complex power struggle within the KMT
the CPC changed the previous multi-angle analysis on Sun Yat-sen and started to focus on celebrating Sun’ s
“revolution” spirit trying to build it as a vivid image of the “leftist”. Therefore Sun was interpreted as a hero
who always struggled with imperialism and domestic reactionary forces from first to last. At the same time the
CPC played the advantages of positive publicity and competed with Dai Jitao etc. to struggle for the authoritative
interpretation right of the “Three People”’ s Principles”. This kind of collective action of the CPC has the unified
arrangement and deployment and all comments on Sun also follows the unified tone and orientation. According to
the usual propaganda discipline they successfully implement the central propaganda strategy. During this period
the KMT gradually went from the inner-party cooperation to the split and the struggle between the two parties the

fractions struggle and succession struggle within the KMT intertwined and intensified which eventually got out

of hand.
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